
fter 30 days of Ignatian spiritual exercises, there could not be Aa better title for our newsletter than the Ignatian motto: Ad 
Majorem Dei Gloriam (for the greater glory of God). 

Creation has been made for this end. This is the end for which we 
have been given existence; and this is the end of our continued work 
of priestly training. As it is stated in the  of Principle and Foundation
the Exercises: “Man is created to praise, reverence and serve God our 
Lord, and by this means to save his soul”. 

St Augustine adds: “Still he desires to praise Thee, this man who 
is only a small part of Thy creation. Thou hast prompted him, that he 
should delight to praise Thee, for Thou hast made us for Thyself and 
restless is our heart until it comes to rest in Thee”.

But humility before the will of God, a wise and loving Father, is 
also the glory of every creature, and that which more powerfully lifts 
it towards the heights of Paradise. We are to follow constantly the 
example of our Blessed Lady, who by Her humility and obedience 
deserved to be the Mother of God and Queen of the universe.

And, since consecrated souls must offer up their lives as a per-
petual oblation for the greater glory of God, we owe to H.E. Abp. 
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Lefebvre a most heartfelt gratitude for having enriched our Society 
with the excellent practice of the Ignatian retreats, themselves recom-
mended by the Popes as a perfect method of spiritual recollection.

These same Exercises, in a 5-day abbreviated fashion, are annu-
ally preached to laymen in almost every one of our Priories. We 
encourage everyone who can attend to do so, being as we are sure that 
they will find in them a most powerful incentive for their spiritual 
lives and for a more intimate and trusting union with God.

At last, also for His greater glory are the many vocations we 
received in this year. The Sacred Heart has heard your prayers, dear 
friends, and has sent 22 young men: 7 for the year of Spirituality, 3 
postulants for Brother, and 12 for the Humanities’ year. The commu-
nity has now members coming from Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colom-
bia, Dominican Republic, France, Guatemala, Mexico and Paraguay.

May our Lord grant us through His Holy Cross all the graces we 
need to orient ourselves more fully towards our eternal end, which 
begins even in this life by seeking in everything the greater glory of 
God.

May God bless you.

CARITATI
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Ad majorem Dei gloriam



n the summer months, most of our community members either Itake their holidays or help in the District apostolates. In the 
beginning of 2016, seminarians and Brothers helped in organiz-

ing retreats and summer camps in Argentina, Brazil and Chile, while 
the Seminary priests preached several retreats.

January
The seminarians staying in La Reja during the first part of the 

summer consecrated the New Year with a Sung Mass and the singing 
of the Veni Creator on January 1st.

On January 2nd we were visited by Mr. Amadini for the repara-
tion of the church harmonium. On Monday 4th the works for the re-
pairing of the gas pipes in the Sisters' convent began.

Summer months at La Reja are usually a quiet affair. This year, 
however, we had an eventful couple of months: we had 5 fires on 
Seminary property.

On Wednesday, January 13rd, a small but rapidly advancing fire 
had accidently been set off in the field, and seminarians went to 
extinguish it with special backpacks loaded with water.

On the next Sunday, after Compline, someone anxiously knocks 
the Church door: the field was again on fire. The alarmed seminarians 
prepare everything but the flames were not as big as thought and had 
gone off on its own...

But on the following day, a dangerous fire advanced into the 
Seminary estate, apparently coming from a side street, and rapidly 
extended. The already trained seminarians filled the fire-
extinguishing backpacks; Fr. Calderón carried water in a van, while 
some neighbors came to help. The situation was grim; and the fire 
could only be contained after the arrival of two fire trucks. We went 
on Thursday to the fire station to offer our thanksgiving to the fire-
men.

On Wednesday 20th Mr. Amadini kindly came back to repair 
another broken harmonium. But rest was short. On Friday 22nd, 
another fire was accidentally set off, this time between the Dominican 
Mothers’ school and the entrance road to the Seminary. This fourth 
fire was put off, not without strenuous effort, by the experienced 
squad of Fathers and seminarians.

The last days of January saw the arrival of priests and seminari-
ans for their 30-day Saint Ignatius' retreat, which began on Satur-
day 30th with the singing of the Veni Creator. The distinguished and 
knowledgeable preachers were Fathers Devillers and Gomis. The 
retreat was attended by 6 priests, 13 Theology seminarians and one 
Brother preparing for his perpetual vows.

 Summer Chronicles

February
As the retreat began, the repairing on the church roof was re-

sumed. On Saturday 6th the fifth fire of the summer set off. This time 
firemen arrived before us and the fire was quickly put off.

On Monday 8th, after the 7.30 Mass, the Blessed Sacrament was 
exposed during forty hours in reparation for the sins of Carnival. 
Retreatants made adoration overnight. 

On the next week, the third of the retreat, the seminarians made a 
pilgrimage to the Basilica of Our Lady of Lujan, and on Tuesday 23rd, 
a Via Crucis was prayed within the Seminary cloisters.

On Monday 29th there was exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
and the final blessing of the retreat. Seminarians renewed on this day 
the promises of Baptism and the consecration to the Blessed Virgin.

March
On March 1st brother Juan de Dios began the largest harvest of 

honey in the history of the Seminary: more than 2,000 lbs!

During the week the rest of the seminarians came back from their 
holidays, and the academic year began on the 5th with the evening 
Rosary in community.

On the next day after Vespers, the , preached by opening retreat
Fr. Jesus Mestre, began. The subject of this retreat was the Interior 
Castle according to Saint Teresa of Jesus. The Seminary community 
and 5 priests of the District attended, excluding those who had been at 
the February spiritual exercises.

On Monday 7th it was celebrated the feast of St. Thomas Aqui-
nas, Common Doctor of the Church and patron of ecclesiastical stud-
ies. The retreat concluded on Friday 11th.

The Humanities’ year students arrived on the next day and 
classes begun on Monday 14th, after a votive Mass of the Holy 
Ghost and the renewal of the Anti-modernist Oath by priests profes-
sors.

The year was consecrated to our Lady with a pilgrimage to the 
Basilica of our Lady of Lujan on Wednesday 16th.

On Sunday 20th, the ceremonies of Holy Week began with the 
special splendor they have on the Seminaries of the Society of Saint 
Pius X. The community received the visit of Bishop Bernard Fellay, 
besides many faithful from the whole country.

We are persuaded that your prayers draw from God all these 
graces and permit us to continue our work every year. We entrust 
ourselves, therefore, to them once again. Ave Maria Puríssima.
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 Year of Spirituality
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In the Society of Saint Pius X, studies are divided into six years of 
formation, the first being the year of Spirituality, in which the 
seminarian intensifies his interior life.

Afterwards, two years are invested in the study of Philosophy, 
and then three years focused on the building of Christian wisdom 
through Theology.

Archbishop Lefebvre always invited seminarians to synthetize 
their studies through a contemplative gaze towards our Lord and the 
holy sacrifice of the Mass.

A Priestly “Novitiate” for the Society
In religious orders there has always 

been a preparatory novitiate, while, in 
seminaries, spiritual instruction was usu-
ally given only through the afternoon 
spiritual conferences.

Archbishop Lefebvre considered 
this to be insufficient, given that nowa-
days young men rarely receive spiritual 
teaching in their high school. He decided 
then to cover this deficiency with a first 
year of study and consideration on the 
spiritual life and the pursuit of holiness. 

He said that: “the effect of this year is felt throughout the whole 
Seminary, and even during the life of the future priest. (…) Philoso-
phy and Theology are wonderful sciences which must lead to contem-
plation, to the praise of God and to humility”. 

Catechism of the Spiritual Life
Among the courses studied on this year, the Catechism of the 

Spiritual Life stands out. The goal of this class is to “give to those 
aspiring to the priesthood the principles of the spiritual life, of the life 
in the presence and union with God, to teach them the foundations of 
spiritual warfare and to show them the soul of all apostolate, in order 
to put these principles in practice in their personal lives”, as requested 
by the Rule of the Seminaries of the SSPX.

Spiritual life is the perfection of the life of grace and is made up 

of a habitual and intimate union with God. Thus, the class on spiritual 
life is focused on the study of the life of grace, with the aim of living it 
in a more perfect, intense and conscious manner, and of making it the 
principle and soul of all exterior activity.

The course is divided into three parts:

1st: The foundational principles of the spiritual life: the privi-
leges it gives, the spiritual organism it establishes, its laws and obliga-
tions. All this according to the baptismal symbolism.

2nd: The negative exercise of the spiritual life, that is, the fight 
against every factor of its weakening or death: sin and its causes. 

3rd: The positive exercise of supernatural life, that is, the means 
of developing it unto perfection: Sacra-
ments, virtues and prayer.

Other Subjects
The curriculum includes five other 

complementary subjects: Catechism of 
the Council of Trent; Acts of the 
Magisterium, in which the main Papal 
encyclicals on modern errors are studied; 
and introductory courses on Sacred 
Scripture, Liturgy and Latin.

Seminary Life
Seminary life itself is perhaps the chief element in the spiritual 

training for the young aspirant to the priesthood.

Many features of Seminary life contribute towards the goal of 
the year of Spirituality: prayer, meditation and silence; spiritual read-
ing, the Divine Office and visits to the Blessed Sacrament; spiritual 
conferences, an intense liturgical life and daily Communion; weekly 
confession and spiritual direction; work and community life.

The purpose of all this spiritual formation is the pursuit of holi-
ness. But since holiness is a gratuitous gift of God, we count on your 
prayers in support of all the efforts of our seminarians, asking for 
them the grace of becoming so close to our Lord as to being able to 
bring souls to Him.

The need of a spiritual life belongs to the very 
essence of the priesthood.

What good is being a priest if one does not live 
spiritually, if one does not have a spiritual life? What 
good is being a priest if one does not even have a liking 
for prayer? What good is being a priest if one does not 
know our Lord Jesus Christ, if one does not make an 
effort in imitating him and penetrating the great mys-
tery that is our Lord Jesus Christ?

Abp. Marcel Lefebvre
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Postulants and 1st year Seminarians - 2016



the maintenance of the Seminary park.

The very buildings, already aging, are in need of some work. In 
the last year, we were able to start the reparations on the church roof, 
already beginning to show damage due to leaks.

There are however still some outstanding issues: the replace-
ment of gas pipes and repairing of the roof of the chapel in the Sisters' 
convent; and fixing several other roofs in the Seminary building.

We trust in St. Joseph and in your spiritual and material aid. 
Remember that we commend you to God in our constant prayers at 
the foot of the Tabernacle and of our Lady Co-redemptrix.

“If thou have much give abundantly: if thou have a little, take 
care even so to bestow willingly a little. For thus thou storest up to 
thyself a good reward for the day of necessity. For alms deliver from 
all sin, and from death, and will not suffer the soul to go into dark-
ness.” (Tobit IV:9-11).

May God bless you.

You can help us with sporadic donations or with regular 
scholarships. You could become in this way godparent of a priest's 
formation. Your contribution can be made via:

1 - Check made out to Fraternité St-Pie X (make a mention of our 
seminary):

Haus Mariae Verkündigung
Schwandegg

CH-6313, Menzingen (ZG), Switzerland 

2 - Transfers or bank-wires to:
IBAN: FR15 3000 2072 3300 0011 7005 D63 - BIC: CRLYFRPP

 A note from the Bursar
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 Prayer for Vocations
ear faithful, we have launched a Crusade of prayer for priestly and Dreligious vocations.

(...) In Tradition, even if we have proportionately more vocations 
than the conciliar church, we are still too few; you yourselves see how 
people demand for our priests throughout the world. 

(…) Only God can save society from the current situation. It is a spir-
itual combat in which every one of us can take part: and this by personal 
sanctification and by asking God to raise many good vocations.

How to take part in this Crusade?
If you wish to take part in this Crusade, you have simply to pledge to:
- Pray every day, at least for a year, a decade of the Rosary for this 

intention (a decade of your daily Rosary suffices).
- Add to your morning and night prayers the following invocations:

O Lord, grant us priests.
O Lord, grant us holy priests.

O Lord, grant us many holy priests.
O Lord, grant us many holy religious vocations.

Saint Pius X. Pray for us.

Dear faithful, I count upon your ample involvement in this Crusade. 
I am convinced that, if this effort is sustained, the number of entries in our 
Seminaries and Novitiates will quickly prove that God has heard us.

In Christo et Maria,

Franz Schmidberger, Superior General
Rickenbach, June 16th, 1992.��W�

ear friends, the Society of Saint Pius X faithfully continues its Dtask of training priests and transmitting the precious treasure of 
Catholic tradition throughout the world.

We all can take part in this work of restoration of the Church, 
joining ourselves to the sufferings of our Lord with prayers, sacrifices 
and alms.

We hence give thanks to all of you for your prayers and the 
material assistance you afforded us last year. Our Lord will surely 
repay abundantly. And since the harvest is great and laborers few, we 
invite you to keep on helping us, trusting in your never-lacking frater-
nal charity.

The Seminary, taking in account the Sisters and employees, 
feeds daily almost 70 people, besides supplying food to neighboring 
families in need. We have also sources of expenses in the Sacristy, 
the Seminary and the Sisters' convent maintenance, the vehicles, 
used for the apostolate and procurement, and the tractors needed for ��W�


